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Subiect: Your letter of25 september 2008 to commiŚsioner KIoes

DęaI Ms Pupacz,

Thank you for your letler of 25 September 2008 Commissioner Kroes has asked me to

reply on her behalf

We understand from youl letter that you are concerned aboul the high colnmlsslons and
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irl" card comparries ior the tansactions effectLratęd with thefu paymęnt

",.a.. 
yń *ń tr'ut m"se charges in the 1 5 .'old'' Membel Statęs of the Euroleal Union

ui lnJ iolł". tt'- tr'" ones oharged in Poland. Accolding to your lettel baŃs' common
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thesę interchangę- fees is a violation of competition and consume!

protectlons iaws

Accolding to the competition rules of thę European communlty' ag:eęmqlts between

.rna",',uti"ng., decisions by associations of undertakings and concerted practices which
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betwęer Membel Statęs and which have as thęir object or effect the
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or disto1tion of compe1ition within the co! non Malket ale

:ilil;. ;ili; ii;f the Treaty)' Molęove;, the fact that an undertaking is abusing its
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trade bet\łeen Membęr States (Article 82 ofthe Treaty)'
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For your ioformation, the European Conmission has recently concluded its cxamination
of the Multilateral Interchange Fees (MIFS) applied by Maslercard within the European
Economic Area (EEA) and has adopted a prohibition decision on 19 December 2007.
You can accoss the non.confidential version of thę decision on thę \i,'ębsite of DG
Competition at
http://eo.euIoDa.eL/conrm/comDetitiortandlrusl/cases/decisiol'N/34579/pro\,isional nc cl()
cision.ndf

Furlhemore, in March 2008 the Commission 1las announced thc opening ofproceedings
against Visa Eluope. The proceedings n'ill assess $'hether Visa's multilateral interchange
fees are not in vio]ation of EC competition nrles' You can accęss thę pręss lelease
afu]ouncing the opęning ofproceedings at
httD:reuIopa.eLl/
I-&ased:0.tlanqu.r[e=EN& guiLansuase:en.

Finally, you indicate in your letter that the Polish national competition has found that the
collective setting by banks of thę interchange fees was illega] and has ordered visa and
Mastercard to biing thć ińfringenent 1o ań-nd' You add that óespitć 1hf s de.i'sionThE
chalges have not decreased.

Regarding the Polish proceedings, "vou might be alvare that the above mentioned decision
ofthe Polish competilion authoriq has been appealed to the national courts. According to
the information at our disposal, the application ofthe decision is suspended subject to the
outcome of the appeal. This probably explains the lact u,hy the fees in Poland have not
yet decreased.

If you have fuńher questions rcgalding the Polish proceedings. the national competitio11
authority might be bettel placed to ans\\'el them' You can |rnd more information on holł'
to contact them at
http://www.uokik.eov.pl/pl/kontakt 20/d . For your
inlbrmation' we send a copy ofthis letter to the Polish competition authodty as \ł'ell.

For the avoidance of doubt, it sbould bę stated that we regard you1. infonnation as market
information and not as a fomal complaint that has to conply with all legal reqlrirements
set out in Afiicle 5 of Commission Regulation'l'7312004.

We do appreciate hotcvel that you have chosen to infolm us of this issue and \ł'e 1,Iave
tŃen notę of youl concems. Should you have any additiona] information that would
indicate thal the Community compelition mles \1'ould be applicable, please do not
hesitate to contact us again.

i'\ Sincerely,
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Head ofUnit


